
Charles Pepper was a 

professional cricketer at 

Darlington CC before 

the 1st World War. This is 

his story. 



 

 

A while ago whilst writ-

ing the history of our 

club, I came across the 

story of Charlie Pepper 

the Darlington profes-

sional before the Great 

War. 

After much research I 

discovered he had ac-

tually been an allround 

sportsman playing 

cricket for Nottingham-

shire CCC and football 

for Notts County both 

as a professional. 

He sadly died at the 

Battle of Pascendale in 

1917. 

The club online history 

has more about this 

brave man. 

His Grandson, Bill stum-

bled across an article 

in the Feethams Flyer 

about his Grandfather. 

He has since written to 

me (see left) and sent 

me some photos and 

cuttings about Charlie. 

We are indebted to Bill 

Pepper for his help with 

our history. 

Charlie Pepper will re-

main alive in the hearts 

of all Darlington Cricket 

Club people for ever. 

A letter from Bill Pepper to Tim Dobson 



 

 
Charles Pepper, Cricketer and Hero 1875-1917 
 
Charles Pepper was professional at Darlington in 1902 and remained at the club until 1904. An Irishman by birth, 
he grew up in Youghall, County Cork where he was born on June 6th 1875. He moved to England as a young 
boy and soon showed enormous talent for the game. 
 
As a teenager he was employed as a professional with Rye cricket club in Sussex and then Brechin in Scotland. 
Obviously an all round athlete he was also a footballer player for Bedford Town FC. 
 
It was reported that he was a careful batsman with a “good array of shots all round the wicket” His favourite shot 
being the leg glance. 
 
He could bowl either medium pace or leg breaks. He was brilliant at varying his pace, something we think of as a 
modern addition to a bowler’s armoury. 
 
Having topped the club’s batting and bowling averages in 1902 he was re engaged the following year. A very 
popular player, he saddened many when he then accepted an offer from Bedfordshire and left the club. 
 
It is reported that many local cricket lovers were sorry to see him go. 
 
He was a Nottinghamshire cricketer and played ten times for them around the turn of the century. 
 
When was broke out Charles joined up with his local regiment, The Sherwood Foresters ( Sergeant 32476 Sher-
wood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment)   
 
He was part of the initial force sent to France at the start of the Great War as the Sherwood Foresters served 
with distinction in the major battles of world war one. He rose through the ranks from private to Sergeant. 
 
At the battle of Paschendale (the third battle of Ypres) in 1917 the Foresters were to play a major part in General 
Hague's “big push”. The battle began in July and was known as The Battle of the Mud. Continued on page 3 

The grave of Charlie Pepper at the cemetery in 

La Clytte 



On July 18th a ten day barrage of shells was fired over the German lines. Three thousand artillery guns 

fired over four million shells. Therefore, the German army in the area fully expected a major Allied attack - 

so any vague hope of surprise was lost, as was true in any attack that started with a major artillery bom-

bardment.  

 

The infantry attack started on July 31st . The Germans, as happened at the Somme, were fully prepared 

and the Allied attack, launched across a eleven mile front, made only small gains. Then in the early days of 

August, the area was saturated with the heaviest rain the region had seen in thirty years. The area in Flan-

ders became effectively a swamp. Tanks, sent forward to help the infantry, simply got stuck. Infantry sol-

diers found movement very difficult. The impact of the artillery bombardment had destroyed the drainage 

systems of the region which greatly added to the problem. The shell craters made by the Allied shelling 

filled with water and did not allow advancing men the opportunity to hide in them. The fields through which 

men should have gone became impassable.  

 

These were fought between September and October 1917. These gave British forces the advantage in the 

territory to the east of Ypres. Haig became convinced that German morale was on the verge of collapsing 

and ordered that the offensive be continued to Passchendaele Ridge.  

 

It was on 13th September that Charles Pepper was killed in action and he was buried in Belgium at La 

Clytte Military Cemetery. He died bravely in an action by the 16th battalion of The Sherwood Foresters, 

The Notts and Derby Regiment. Below are articles published during the war years relating to Charles 

Pepper and reporting on his death ion action. 



Remembering the fallen heroes who played for 

Darlington CC and gave the ultimate sacrifice 

for their country. 

 

We will remember them.... 

 

For the Fallen by Laurence Binyon 

 

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children, 

England mourns for her dead across the sea. 

Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit, 

Fallen in the cause of the free. 

 

Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal 

Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres, 

There is music in the midst of desolation 

And a glory that shines upon our tears. 

 

They went with songs to the battle, they were young, 

Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 

They were staunch to the end against odds un-

counted; 

They fell with their faces to the foe. 

 

An interesting 

piece written 

about fallen 

sporting heroes 

from the war 

years by a gen-

tleman called 

John Redfern. 

Thanks to Bill Pep-

per for sending 

this to us. 

I will include the 

whole aricle on 

the website 

 

www.dcchistory.

com 

 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow 

old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning  

We will remember them. 

 

They mingle not with their laughing comrades 

again; 

They sit no more at familiar tables of home; 

They have no lot in our labour of the day-time; 

They sleep beyond England's foam. 

 

But where our desires are and our hopes pro-

found, 

Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight, 

To the innermost heart of their own land they are 

known 

As the stars are known to the Night; 

 

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust, 

Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain; 

As the stars that are starry in the time of our dark-

ness, 

To the end, to the end, they remain. 





An article that appeared in a Scottish 

Magazine during 1900. Charles played 

successfully there for Brechin for several 

years 


