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Charles Pepperwas a
professional cricketer at
Darlington CC before

:imsestl;:y\vand war. This is @h@gﬂ@@ P@[@[@@Uy




oW 1@ research cevelopae

A letfter from Bill Pepper fo Tim Dobson

A while ago whilst writ-
ing the history of our
club, | came across the
story of Charlie Pepper
the Darlington profes-
sional before the Great
War.

prelite and f After much research |

: o discovered he had ac-
probebly oy o pass. T tually been an allround
| ‘ t sportsman playing
cricket for Nottingham-
shire CCC and football
for Notts County both
as a professional.

He sadly died at the
: Battle of Pascendale in
Inw® o . (T - L . ( <t ]9]7

The club online history
has more about this
brave man.

His Grandson, Bill stum-
bled across an article
in the Feethams Flyer
about his Grandfather.
He has since written to
~F T » , Darien me (see left) and sent
N e : v aadadan me some photos and
| cuttings about Charlie.
We are indebted to Bill

| : ! : T : Pepper for his help with
our history.

Charlie Pepper will re-
main alive in the hearts
of all Darlington Cricket
Club people for ever.




Charles Pepper, Cricketer and Hero 1875-1917

Charles Pepper was professional at Darlington in 1902 and remained at the club until 1904. An Irishman by birth,
he grew up in Youghall, County Cork where he was born on June 6th 1875. He moved to England as a young
boy and soon showed enormous talent for the game.

As a teenager he was employed as a professional with Rye cricket club in Sussex and then Brechin in Scotland.
Obviously an all round athlete he was also a footballer player for Bedford Town FC.

It was reported that he was a careful batsman with a “good array of shots all round the wicket” His favourite shot
being the leg glance.

He could bowl either medium pace or leg breaks. He was brilliant at varying his pace, something we think of as a
modern addition to a bowler’s armoury.

Having topped the club’s batting and bowling averages in 1902 he was re engaged the following year. A very
popular player, he saddened many when he then accepted an offer from Bedfordshire and left the club.

It is reported that many local cricket lovers were sorry to see him go.
He was a Nottinghamshire cricketer and played ten times for them around the turn of the century.

When was broke out Charles joined up with his local regiment, The Sherwood Foresters ( Sergeant 32476 Sher-
wood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment)

He was part of the initial force sent to France at the start of the Great War as the Sherwood Foresters served
with distinction in the major battles of world war one. He rose through the ranks from private to Sergeant.

At the battle of Paschendale (the third battle of Ypres) in 1917 the Foresters were to play a major part in General
Hague's “big push”. The battle began in July and was known as The Battle of the Mud. Continued on page 3
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The grave of Charlie Pepper at the cemetery in
La Clytte



On July 18th a ten day barrage of shells was fired over the German lines. Three thousand artillery guns
fired over four million shells. Therefore, the German army in the area fully expected a maijor Allied attack -
so any vague hope of surprise was lost, as was true in any attack that started with a major artillery bom-
bardment.

The infantry attack started on July 31st . The Germans, as happened at the Somme, were fully prepared
and the Allied attack, launched across a eleven mile front, made only small gains. Then in the early days of
August, the area was saturated with the heaviest rain the region had seen in thirty years. The area in Flan-
ders became effectively a swamp. Tanks, sent forward to help the infantry, simply got stuck. Infantry sol-
diers found movement very difficult. The impact of the artillery bombardment had destroyed the drainage
systems of the region which greatly added to the problem. The shell craters made by the Allied shelling
filled with water and did not allow advancing men the opportunity to hide in them. The fields through which
men should have gone became impassable.

These were fought between September and October 1917. These gave British forces the advantage in the
territory to the east of Ypres. Haig became convinced that German morale was on the verge of collapsing
and ordered that the offensive be continued to Passchendaele Ridge.

It was on 13th September that Charles Pepper was killed in action and he was buried in Belgium at La
Clytte Military Cemetery. He died bravely in an action by the 16th battalion of The Sherwood Foresters,
The Notts and Derby Regiment. Below are articles published during the war years relating to Charles
Pepper and reporting on his death ion action.

32476 Sergt Charles PEPPE

: - X LRAVE. e ) ~ Burt
BURTON SPURTSMAN.‘ ' o . Sherwood Foresters 16
SOLDIER. ST 1l .. KA 13/09/1917 Fr/Flande
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- SERGEAXNT PEPPER.

- Letters received by Mres. C. Papper,
,South Uxbridge Street, from zn ofiicer a
‘the R egunental Chaplain pay warm tribu
to her husband, Sergeant Charles Pepper,
the Notts and Derby Begxmen(., who
killed with ‘his Colonel, as-: stated -in - th
oolumns, on Sepbember 18th. The chaplai
in referring to the great.loss, says : ** It.m
always be a comfort to- you to. rememb
how - bravely. and faithfuily he haa. done
duty. He and hls Colonel lie side by side i
8 peaceful little cemeﬁery, ina prettv countr
nnsgo a few miles behind the firing hne_ :
_oui: ofiicers and men who were not engaged
the’ tuno in the trenc.hes stfended the funer;
.—mora than 200 . heing - ]u-eaent._ Bug!er
played the LastPost; and 1 cannot tell vo1
hoty impressive iti- smmdea s thera. wer
sixteen, The cemetery is beaut. ifully kept
_ ) and you may be sure the grave will bé mos
: , carefully tended. I:know how sa.dly vauyj

RGTA‘\T { o4 I’J—.PFLR. - husband will be missed out here”’ Thd

S S;;ﬁ:’“;t a(_' v}_"_’é’l’;’;-ndk%‘ﬁouﬁé ’Uxbmd.'c letter from the officer.says : * When I jeined
fida,  bésng ki LI cfe.;h_.“}“:'l (.: A ﬂ’:ﬁ: ‘the battalion last December your husband
wﬁl‘ﬂ’ ingien ancd Co’s (vickot ( Tub, raid an was my platoon sergoant, and 1 always {ound
:}1132 Nr};,ﬁ, (,"“r’;:" l";?‘xni-,‘lxx; 1914 he wan him a brave and cheery soldier, and one thaf
Fivem b, Colonet Tr. 1o Rntd.:‘s‘ft ‘{'f“.l,l‘r"'}" cowdd =lways he relied upon. He was very
native of Noli nahzan, Sargeant’ ]"rppcl- camy popular with Lieufenant s ho had
m&?‘“ﬁf\f‘;:"‘#h}}ﬂ“ a;’g, uf‘:‘-ﬂ Jm;l x.nalxin. g Vplayed cricket against him in civil life, alsc
doirs. - He iliated on ?nlsgat;:?:‘lf e e niyself. We never missed & suitable oppor

the I8¢ (‘!poﬂsm-m 7). -Baftalion Shes- tumt-y ‘of chatving abcu& our crzcl.et expem
Fora'd:ms, and l:ass bt»(-n Jn Fju.uce ences in the good old’days.”

u%ﬁﬂé“-}t.— To  an .\.r o T k:".. S S I -




On the more refined cricket field, Sgt [
CHARLES PEPPER of South Uxbridge Street
had achieved distinction as a professional. A fine
footballer with Notts County, he had few equals £
locally with bat or ball. As a young man he had [
been spotted by Arthur Shrewsbury, a fine player |
himself and a keen judge of others, who was §
instrumental in his signing as a professional for [&
Rye C. C. in Sussex. He then transferred with [
success to Scotland and then played a number of s
County Championship level games for [
Nottinghamshire. On the move again he played [
for Bedfordshire after a career-threatening injury g
and then in the Lancashire League made 99
against the full County team and took 85 wickets

Sot Charlee Penner
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at an average of 11. Finally, he became the pro for Worthington and Co's C.C. in
Burton and entertained many a visitor to the Branstone Road Ground. In France

two of his ofﬁcer.s hafi played cricket against him in civilian life and, as one of
them wrote to his wife, “we never missed a suitable opportunity of chatting

An interesting
piece written
about fallen
sporting heroes
from the war
years by a gen-
fleman called
John Redfern.

Thanks to Bill Pep-
per for sending
this to us.

[ will include the
whole aricle on
the website

www.dcchistory.
com

about our cricketing experiences in the good old days.”

we shalll remn

mioer nemea.

for their country.

We will remember them....

For the Fallen by Laurence Binyon

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.

Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,

There is music in the midst of desolation

And a glory that shines upon our tears.

They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.

They were staunch to the end against odds un-
counted;

They fell with their faces to the foe.

[
Remembering the fallen heroes who played for
Darlington CC and gave the ultimate sacrifice They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow
old:

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

They mingle not with their laughing comrades
again;

They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England's foam.

But where our desires are and our hopes pro-
found,

Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,

To the innermost heart of their own land they are
known

As the stars are known to the Night;

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;

As the stars that are starry in the time of our dark-
ness,

To the end, to the end, they remain.
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f ' Killed.

FORMER LOCAL PROFESSIONAL

Regimental Sergeant Jobn Pepper has
written to Mrs.Chatles Pepper, of South Ux-
bridge Btreet, stating that her husband and
‘his brother, Bergeant Pepper; was killed by &
shell in Belgium, along with his colcnel, on
Thursday, and that both were buried on
Satutday, the faneral being attpnded by 8’
officers aud 150 men, and given fall military
houours, Rifleman Pepper—*.Charlie,” as
he was familisrly known in ‘cricketing
circles—volunteered in the Sportsman’s -
Sherwood Toresters, He had :been outin
Fraace about eightéen months, and was 42

three of whom are in the Parish Church'
choir. )irs C. Pepper has lost in. thé: war |
bor husband, a brother, and eight ‘cousins,
while tour other brothers are: still with the |
s dispee il o ik protamil
. Sergeant Pepper bad been the proleasional
for iWortbiqgtgsé snd Co's. -Cricket. Clnb for !
| _several years-prior-to the war. ' He-had-few.,
equale locdlly with bat or ball, and he was
& great fayourita with players and spestators,,
alike. Both-on and off the field he was|
vourtesy iteelf, and his quiet, qnaswmigg‘"
manner -wou for him many friends.  He'
showed that he had the making of & good
profegsional shortly after leaviog school. He-
had every opportunity of becoming proficient,

for he joined the. Nottingham Norest
Wanderers—a. club of some repute, which

hed from time to time turnéd out fmany -

team that e made 75 not out against the
Notts. Castle. at the age of .seventeen
years, This was a splendid ‘performance,

good bowling. Seo well did he acquit himself
' while in the Wanderers that he came under
the eyo of tha late Arthur Shrewebury, who,
himself a remarkable 8. o
judge of the oapabilities of others, and it was.
through his instrumentality that Pepper was
engaged as professionol for the Rye (Suseex)
‘C.C. Here he knocked up a ceatury with
the attack coming from Cyiil Blen'l, who was
qualilying for Sussex, aund who will be

remembered 'locally as having for some

Tatburv as nrofessional,

Pepper transferred his services to Brechin,
Scotland, where he played -againit Frank
Stgg’s English ‘Eleven, and made "the top

seasons agsisted Allsopp and Sons and

{

score of 45 not out against the bowling: .ofj'll

Battalion, afterwards transferring to thu;

years old. He lexves & wife and four boys, |

good ‘players—and it was while with this .

because on that ooccasion' thers was some

player, was a kven -

«
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| out azainst Giange, Sootsand’s pre.uier club,

and the following day took eight wickets
against Leith Caledonians for 4Q runs. He
also played against Lord Glamis’s Eleyen at
Glamis Castle, Forfarshire, opposed toseveral
of the best Scotch crioketersy and onge
oaptured eight wickete. for 20 runs and made
40 in tha eame mateh.” = & y

with them in thie Notts v. Yorkshire ‘Colts’

oarrying his " bat throngh the innings for 67
tuns, The following season he '‘made 85 at
Sheffield against the - Yorkshire ' Colts, and.
this success was followed by & good trial
with the County Lleven, Pepper appearing’
againit . Middlesex, - ‘Essex, Derbyshire,
Gloucestetshice, and Lancashite,’ 'In ‘the
latter matoh he made 67 for . once ~out;

considered very oreditable performances eon--
sidering the class of orioket “he was.engaged
L fu, Desiring a change Pepper subsequeéntly
migrated to Darlington, where be still-‘keph
up his reputation, and came out at, the top
of both - batting and bowling averages.
Whilst playivg ageinst Tynemouth, however,
he met with an eccident, injuring his side
whilst bowliug very fast, after taking four
“wickets very cheaply, - - :
‘He then qualified for Bedfordshire, and
ma.le & few centuries for them in their club
aund ground matches, two. notable -sugaesses
being 135. agoinst. eighteen of Biggleswade
and 100 ageinst Bedford Grammar School.

at ‘Bedford, and he thea went to Kendall,
‘where he stayed until he joined Weithjngton
ard Co’s, club.” For Kendall 'he .did some
-yeelly excellent work, both with bat and
-bell, aud ¢ this time was oousidered the
‘best - bat' in North Lauocashite.. His best
performances, perbaps, were 99 not -out v
KEgst . Lancashire (Laucashire Leaguo
-tésm), 99, v..Lonceshire, snd 79 not
o, v. ‘Basrow-in-Furness. As o conse.
qugnce he. medeplally helped his. club,

2

(}:?jn the year 1905, . Besides this excellent
baffitiy, he slsp obtained 85 wickets at-an

of\11 each... ‘Every. frequenter of the
B geg groud knows what excellent
work Pepper accomplished for Wofthi’hgﬁﬁg
and Co, duting his consection with t°

T-end they won the North Lancashire Lesgue

clab. "He also rendered signal ‘eervice ;t.;:

the Burton (L. an niimerang nnnasinne. ‘a

In the meantime Notts were casting an -
envious eye upon him and hs had s frial:

matoh, and made avery successful debut..

whilst he_took three wickets for ‘21 runs.
against: Essex at Leyton. These could be -

For souie teaton or.other he cguld not settle
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SCOTTISH

An article that appeared in a Scottish
Magazine during 1900. Charles played
successfully there for Brechin for several

years

SPORT. v 9

C Kc’i‘ PRGrESSn()hALS OF
CGTLA?\B

CHARLES PEPPER, Brechin C.C.
I suppose tho good folks of Brechin have played. ericket
on the village green for decades, hut up il » few years

ago the qualii;ias of the aucient town, ss far as the ex-

position of the game goes, weore hid hohind o bushel, Tm
not so.sure abent the past of Brechin cricket, but T'm
positive abouc the future, aud e herizon appeais very
bright. Tt was last year that I began to take Brechin
seriously, for, lo and belold! one Saturday evening came

the news that the men of Brechin hid met and vanquished, ©

vea, literally mopped the floor with Scotland’s premiet
team, The Grange. That was a glorious day in Brechin;
the long bottled-up enthusiasm: bubbled over, and the
dawn of a new era was heralded with all the exuberance
and manifestations of delight that are evidenced at—let
me séc nmv—-well a municipal slection. There muﬁt be
some factor. at the back of

really never rcquires to funk the howler, as the said vowler
gonerally gets enough to do wabching his best balls cui,
stipped, -or driven with #n ease which lends grace to his
hatting. Charles is a painstaking bat, and if he takes 1%
into his head, he'll stay at the wickets ail day, and a bit of
the next, just to show the opposition he can do it OF course,

- e is not Jike the raitway shationmaster; who hatted against

the porter al the wayside station for six weeks, but what 1
want 1o gt at iz the difficulty bowlers have to chift him,
Just take, for example, this year, s week or two ago when
playing for Wotts Colts against Yorkshire ditio, he want
in first, and though he had an injured hand, carried his
hat right through the inuings for 57 runs. ‘That proves
my argument, me lud! HBe bowls an apparently easy ball.
but you have only got to face an over to realise how de-
ceptive he is—you begin to wish you had played croguet
instead. Along comes a slow, then a medium with .the
least show:of side on, then, my stars! down whizzes the
express, and you have got to look mighty slick to stop
the last-mentioned engine, or else it stops your career for

this rise to fame, and it re-
quires not . the wisdom of a
seer to distinguish the agency
that has been at work. His~
features are presented to my
readers ‘on this page, and he

 ay,

dish. - (N.B.—T have permis-

swn from Charles to beeome.
jocular at this stage) ‘He
hails from Nottingham, famed:
for lace and William Gunn,
and, as an inheritance, in due
course. became a crickefer.
That grand old  batsman,
the pride of Nottingham,-
of the world — Arthur
Shrewsbury secured Pepper
his first en’g_ggemeix’é at Rye; in
Sussex:.- The young man -did
magnificently there, bagging
over 100 wickets at about nine
yuns per wicket; and wasn’t

Charley a proud fellow when he ‘scored. exactly the cen-
tury against a rival Sussex club, in whose ranks was Cyril

Bland, the now famous Sussex boywler. This was the be-

ginning, and-in 1897 he trekked northwards, over the Bor-

‘der, to the land of brown heath and shaggy wood, or as
much of the heath and woed as can be found in the

Cathedral town of Brechin. I positively hate gquoting
figures as evidence of prowess,. but just to.show how he
came to the front, I must give his batéing averages for
the three years he has been in the club’s service:-—1897,

ever these figiires, they sort of speak eloquently “on.‘their
owm,” and. it does not require a-man. of keen vision, aided
by a pair of double-distilled patent magnifying miero-

such a good, all-round man, that it’s a toss up whether I
give preference to his batting or bowling. Personally, I

like to see him at the wicket, all eagerness and up to
every dodge.

" 16.00; 1898, 24:00;. and 1899; 32.42. There’s no getting

~scopic-eye-glasses, to: dlstmgmsh the' improvement,. He is

He plays a straight bat, with a barn-door

CHARLES PEPPER.

defence if he chooses, but he gets set so quickly that he °

the time being. In 1897
Frank Sugg brought 2 strong
English cleven North, and ene
mateh was played at :Ar-
broath. - Schofield Haigh and
Johnny “Briggs bad quite a
hot time, & picnic. in - fact

" feather to his cap. He ismol -
' a mammeth scorer, ’butlf
* there is one man in Scotiand -
. fhat ean break up: a bowler.
“to -atoms better thm the:
""" Brechin pro., please introduce
" .me. He falls to be numbered

who have captured all ten:
" wickets. - It ‘was on the 26th
- day of -August dast | year
' that Lord Glamis captained a
powerful team, including L.
M. Balfour Melville, E. S.,
© and Tom Hainsworth; against
“the pride of Brechin, but

: Ghaﬂes cleared out the lot and retu'ed for a small lemon -

with the whole bag of tricks at a cost ‘of 43- runs—--tbere’s»
a pxctm'e for you! I eould go on till the millenninm telling ‘
of the good things he has done, but Tve said enongh to
show what a really geod ‘fellow he is with bat and ball. -
The effect of his good work has been felt in the team -
which he coaches, and wkenthehxstaryoffheelnbeoms
to be written up in after years, the name of Charles Pepper.
deserves to be recorded in big type, for he laid the founds-
tion-stene. The pity is he won't be long with us {for we .
do want such men in poor; benighted Scotland), as his.
county ealls for him, We do not grudge him the promo-
tion to the company of Shrewsbury and Guun, but we will
miss him. Angbtgoodfeﬂow,andaganﬁem&ntohoot i
quiet and. unassuming, yet the Jolhesb and most soeiable -

‘when the battle’s lost or won; he is'a _prime favourite i in
- Brechin, andwhenhegoestoﬂlewmketthegooﬂf&ks.

light their pipes and settle down to see him. give the howlers -

pepper—and somehow or other he generally manages to < -

get there—and that’s all that’s required.

" amongst the select coterie -



